Preliminary results of chemo-radiotherapy followed or not by active immunotherapy of stage III and IV lymphosarcoma and reticulosarcoma. Correlation of the results with WHO categorisation.
We treated 101 patients with advanced (stage III and IV) lymphosarcoma and reticulosarcoma at first presentation of the disease or in relapse according to a protocol combining initial chemotherapy, complementary radiotherapy on icebergs, supplementary chemotherapy, and, finally, active immunotherapy. The overall complete remission rate was about 79% for lymphosarcoma and 73% for reticulosarcoma. About 50% of the patients were still in remission in each of the two diseases at 2 years; 60% of lymphosarcoma and 44% of reticulosarcoma patients achieved 2-year survival. This study shows the prognostic value of the WHO classification for lymphosarcoma and reticulosarcoma: the prognosis of prolymphocytic (centrofollicular) lymphosarcoma is far better than that of the lymphoblastic type, which is in turn better than that of the very poor prognosis of the immunoblastic type. The prognosis of reticulosarcoma is intermediate between that of the best-prognosis and that of the poorest-prognosis type of lymphosarcoma.